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President Kennedy said in his second State

of the Union, ‘‘I sometimes think that we are
too much impressed by the clamor of daily
events. . . . Yet it is the profound tendencies
of history and not the passing excitement
that will shape our future.’’ The Peace Corps
has been addressing those profound ten-
dencies of history over the past four decades.
With your help, I have no doubt that Volun-
teers will continue to do so as we enter this
21st century.

So as I said a few moments ago, this is an
exciting time to be a part of the Peace Corps.
I am thrilled to be its Director and I am de-
lighted that so many of you could be here
with us to celebrate Peace Corps Day.

Thank you very much.∑
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HOPE NETWORK, S.E. FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Hope Network, S.E.,
an organization which will hold its
Fifth Anniversary Celebration on April
9, 2000. Since it opened in 1994, Hope
Network, S.E. has provided disabled
and disadvantaged individuals of Oak-
land, Macomb, and Wayne Counties not
only with places to live, but, more im-
portantly, with communities to live in.

Hope Network, S.E. is a member or-
ganization of the Hope Network, which
employs more than 2000 people and op-
erates from more than 130 different lo-
cations throughout the state of Michi-
gan. The mission of Hope Network is to
enhance the dignity and independence
of people who have disabilities and/or
are disadvantaged. The foundation of
its efforts is the belief that every indi-
vidual is created in the image of God
and therefore has intrinsic worth and
dignity.

The primary goal of Hope Network,
S.E. is to provide the highest quality of
living for people with disabilities. This
is done by respecting the dignity and
independence of these individuals, by
giving them the opportunity to offer
input and make decisions about their
own personalized plan of service. The
success of Hope Network, S.E. lies in
this process, for it is a process which
encourages disabled individuals to be-
come involved in community and so-
cial activities.

Part of the Fifth Anniversary Cele-
bration is an art show and auction. The
pieces of art on display were created at
The Art Experience, a gallery in Oak-
land County which offers art therapy
for mentally ill individuals. Its biggest
client, not surprisingly, is Hope Net-
work, S.E. Employees of Hope Net-
work, S.E. transport individuals, men
and women who usually do not like to
stray far from their homes, twenty-five
miles to The Art Experience. I am told
that it is a place where disabilities,
though they do not disappear, are
briefly forgotten.

Mr. President, I applaud Hope Net-
work, S.E. Executive Director Pat
Crandall, and her many employees and
volunteers, for five years of successful
service to Oakland, Macomb and
Wayne Counties. Their dedication and
selfless efforts have touched numerous
lives and indelibly left their mark on

these communities. On behalf of the
entire United States Senate, I wish
Hope Network, S.E. a happy fifth anni-
versary. I hope that the coming years
are as successful as the first five have
been.∑
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WAYNE METRO DIVISION OF THE
OFFICE OF JUVENILE JUSTICE
HONORS MS. DIANE RANSOM-
MCGHEE

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today in honor of Ms. Diane Ransom-
McGhee, who on March 31, 2000, will be
honored by the Wayne Metro Division
of the Office of Juvenile Justice for
twenty-seven years of service to the
families and children of the State of
Michigan. Early in her life, Ms. Ran-
som-McGhee decided that she wished to
work in the field of Human Services,
and over the past twenty-seven years
she has continually demonstrated not
only a love for helping people, but also
impressive leadership capabilities.

Ms. Ransom-McGhee has worked at a
number of organizations in the Detroit
metropolitan area: from 1972 to 1979 she
worked at the Wayne County Depart-
ment of Social Services, from 1979 to
1986 she worked as a Child Welfare Spe-
cialist at the State of Michigan Chil-
dren Youth and Services, from 1988 to
1989 she worked as the Director of the
Monte Vista Reception Center, from
1989 to 1994 she worked as a Clinical Di-
rector in the State of Michigan Burton
Youth Reception Center, from 1994 to
1997 she worked as the Administrative
Director of Wayne Metro Day Treat-
ment Services for juvenile delinquents,
and in 1997 she returned to Burton
Youth Reception Center to serve as its
Director.

In addition to her work in the Human
Services field, Ms. Ransom-McGhee has
a number of outside interests. She is a
board member of the State of Michigan
Judiciary Detention Association; she is
a Youth Counselor Consultant of the
Girl Scouts of America; she is an Advi-
sor Consultant of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored
People Youth Council, she is a sponsor
of the N.A.A.C.P. Black College Tour
and Mentorship program; and she is a
Youth Minister and Sunday School
teacher at the New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church.

Ms. Ransom-McGhee has received
several awards for her dedication to
her work and to her community. In
1996, she received the Pastoral Commu-
nity Service Award. In 1997, she re-
ceived the Director of the Year Award
from the State of Michigan Office of
Juvenile Justice. And in 1998, the city
of Southfield, Michigan, awarded her
with its Community Pride Award.

On April 1, 2000, Ms. Ransom-McGhee
will assume new duties as Assistant Di-
vision Director at the Wayne County
Juvenile Detention Center. Mr. Presi-
dent, I applaud Ms. Ransom-McGhee
for her dedication to her job and her
tireless work over the past twenty-
seven years. She is a role model for us

all. On behalf of the entire United
States Senate, I wish her the best of
luck in her new position.∑

f

SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN CHAP-
TER OF THE AMERICAN RED
CROSS SEVENTH ANNUAL RHAP-
SODY IN RED MASQUERADE
BALL

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on
April 1, 2000, the Southeastern Michi-
gan Chapter of the American Red Cross
will hold its seventh annual Rhapsody
in Red Masquerade Ball, a celebration
which allows its patrons to enjoy
themselves and to support one of the
most noble causes our country has ever
known at the same time. I rise today
not only to honor this occasion, but
also to bestow praise and thanks upon
an organization that truly deserves
both.

Since 1994, this annual gala has
raised over one million dollars for the
Southeastern Michigan Chapter. The
Rhapsody in Red Masquerade Ball
plays a significant role in allowing this
chapter to continue its disaster relief
efforts in Macomb, Oakland, and
Wayne counties. The annual event also
provides members of the community
with an opportunity to recognize the
tireless efforts of the administrative
staff and the volunteers of the South-
eastern Michigan Chapter, and to ap-
propriately thank them for these ef-
forts.

In 1999 alone, the Southeastern
Michigan Chapter provided disaster re-
lief to more than 6,000 individuals.
More than 14,000 volunteers offered
their time to the chapter, collectively
working more than 500,000 hours. I am
proud to say that, of the fifty states,
Michigan ranks fourth in the nation
for exporting volunteers into emer-
gency zones, and the efforts and orga-
nization of the Southeastern Michigan
Chapter undoubtedly play a role in this
success. In addition, through its Blan-
ket Days for the Homeless Campaign,
an operation spearheaded by fourteen
volunteers, the Southeastern Michigan
Chapter collected over 13,000 blankets,
which were then distributed to seventy
homeless shelters in Wayne, Oakland
and Macomb counties. Recently, in re-
sponse to an increase in residential
fires, the Southeastern Michigan Chap-
ter maintained 24-hour Disaster Action
Teams, formed from a pool of sixty-
four trained volunteers.

Mr. President, as I was preparing this
statement I was reminded once again
of the essential role the American Red
Cross plays in our communities. Born
from the mythic efforts of Clara Bar-
ton during the Civil War, the organiza-
tion currently has more than 1.3 mil-
lion volunteers working underneath its
banner, providing disaster relief serv-
ices for victims of more than 66,000 dis-
asters per year. More importantly, the
American Red Cross still holds firm to
the principles it was founded upon. Its
mission remains to prevent and allevi-
ate human suffering wherever it may
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